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furnishes a wholesome  counterpoise  to  education  in  the
family, which is of a more exclusive nature.

For these reasons educational societies or corporations,
which have of necessity other functions, can at most never do
more than supplement the educational work of the State.
Not only do private educational bodies lack the authority
necessary to direct public instruction, which enables the
State to compel children to be educated, if compulsion is
necessary. They do not make sufficient provision for the
proper organisation of educational institutions, an organisa-
tion that shall recognise the political side of public
instruction. When the authority of the State needs a deputy
or an assistant, the community would seem to be the social
body that is called on to serve, since, as a part of the
political organisation, it is best adapted to work in
accordance with the purposes and under the oversight of
the State. However, the political importance of the
instruction of the young is so great that here, as in other
matters which transcend the sphere of community life, the
State, which is primarily responsible for them, is also best
fitted to undertake their immediate direction. So that
nowadays any kind of external assistance, even that of the
community, should be regarded as** merely an imperfect
substitute for the direction of the State. While in the
larger cities, where administration is more far-seeing than
that of smaller communities, the disadvantage of combining
the more ideal ends of national culture with the predominant
local interests of the community may be less, yet such
exceptions do not alter the rule that all instruction, since
the State has a far greater interest in it than any other
body, is the proper function of the State.

The Church is still more unfitted than the community
to act as a substitute for the State, or even as an auxiliary
to it, in the sphere of education. In the church or the